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Jeremy Corbyn

There's a kind of school of thought in local authorities. We'll set up a community centre. We will
manage it, we will run it, and we will tell people how to how it should be. And the other one is that we
will provide through public resources a building and local people will run it. | prefer the latter. And then
in um mid 70s, as you know, this building here where we are now, Jacksons Lane was temporarily
occupied for a Summer project, and Nicky Gavron got in touch with me. And um, | mean, she was a
force of nature. She got in touch holding the phone out here, getting this, getting this lecture about
Jackson's Lane, like | didn't know where it was. You know, let me explain to you where Jacksons Lane
is. And | sort of tried to interrupt and say, well, actually, Nicky, | know where it is. Let me tell you, don't
interrupt me. Okay, all right, so, and then | sort of then had a bit of a problem in my mind, because |
could see what she was after, obviously money to keep the project going and so on. And we were, at
that time, prioritising community development in the east of the borough, because the west of the
borough around here is a bit better off than the east of the borough, so it didn't really fit in with the
strategy, and she knew that as well. | mean, she was very well informed, and she knew that as well. So
| said, well, not easy, but what do you want to do there? So we'd a lot of discussion about it. So | said,
and | was then said, okay, | see what you're trying to do. | admire it, support it. Want it to happen. And
so Sean and | then dug around and in the entrails of the budgets and so on, and found enough money
to fund that project. That was the start. And so we then continued the support for Jacksons Lane. It was
under threat, firstly, because the health authority wanted to basically turn it into a health centre. Now |
support health centres. | support the NHS, and generally speaking, | want there to be health centres
around the place. And so

Marie Horner
What year was that? Do you remember what year?

Jeremy Corbyn

This was 70s, and then they then have this plan, and then luck moves in funny ways. | then got
appointed as a trade union member of the Enfield and Haringey Area Health Authority, not from the
council, from the unions, from the TUC, because | was a union official with NUPE so | was appointed
there. So first meeting, | come to part two, agenda item, purchase of Jacksons Lane. What's all this
about? So | then immediately started by opposition to it. There. It was just pure luck. So we opposed
that, and that eventually, that whole proposal died a death. But the much bigger threat was the road
widening.
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No no I'm with you and I'm really enjoying it.

Jeremy Corbyn
Are you ok? Are you cool?

Marie Horner
No, no, we're absolutely fine. I'm this is fantastic. I'm so interested in that | hadn't heard about er er that
that element of turning it into a health centre.

Jeremy Corbyn
It didn't last long, but it was a threat.

Marie Horner

That's really interesting and so that that phone call from Nicky really did spark a lot. Do you remember
the first time you ever visited the building do you remember when that would be? because you heard of
it, you knew it, but you must

Jeremy Corbyn

Must, must have been that time. No, | don't honestly remember exactly, but it must have been around,
and | would've come anyway, because | tried to visit all the places that we were involved in support and
funding of. But | was saying the bigger threat then was the road widening. Now | was but it also
involved in, obviously, local politics. And from about late 60s, early 70s onwards, Department of
Transport had the, excuse me, aspiration of widening Archway Road and making it into a grade
separated road that would go all the way into London and eventually link up with the docks, because
the docks were then in town at St Neot. And um that proposal wasn't a new one, and | thought it was,
but it wasn't. | dug into the 1944 County London Plan, by Lord Abercrombie. | indeed have a copy of
the County London Plan at home. Fascinating, at one level brilliant document. Envisaged social
housing, envisaged parks and open space. But he was also a bit big into motorways. It was a 1930s
thing. When you think everybody in 1930s built big roads, the Americans did. Most of Western Europe
did. Hitler certainly was very keen on big roads. And so was the Soviet Union. Everyone wanted big
roads. And so he thought London is going to be left behind. So he got all these mad motorway plans all
over London. And so some of them happened, not all, but some of them happened. And the anomaly of
this area is the dual carriageway that starts at the Archway bridge and finishes all of half a mile down
the road at the Archway Island. The reason that bit was built was because the London County Council
boundary was the Archway bridge, and that ceased to be the boundary of London in 1965 when the
GLC was established. But until then, it was LCC. So we got this stupid piece of double dual
carriageway for no purpose at all, hitting Archway, which was then turned into a dreadful gyratory
system, and the Department of Transport wanted to continue the grade separation, which effectively
linked the M1 wave my arms now behind my head, behind us here on the road, right down to Archway.
And then, of course, the plan was to go beyond that dual um Holloway Road. So on, take it all through.
Hence you've got motorway straight to the docks from the M1 that was the whole plan. | became chair
of public works in late 70s in Haringey, and public transport and transport planning was included in my
portfolio. I'd already been involved in opposing the Archway Road widening. There'd been a big
argument in the Labour Party about it locally, because | said, look, you cannot solve London's problems
by building roads, all it does is attract more traffic. You've got to make a stand and say, we're going to



actually put the resources into public transport. Not easy, and it takes a very long time to do it. And so |
then declared the council was opposed to the Archway Road, which eventually | somehow or other got
it through the Labour group. | can't remember how, because the majority were very much against it. But
| said, well, I'm not changing my opinion on it. There was another big fight about it. | said, look, this is
just, you've got to think ahead. And they said, well, you're gonna push all the traffic into Tottenham if
you don't widen the Archway Road. And | said, what? How? How does that work? It's quite a long way.
They said they'll go round the North Circular and go down through Tottenham instead. | said, | really
doubt that. Anyway. So it was that that was sometimes the level of the debate. And then we continued
the campaign, which is essentially a pro public transport campaign, and it united a very wide range of
people. And we then had a public inquiry, or the public inquiry was established at the Methodist Church
on the Archway Island. And um the inspector wasn't very happy throughout all this. And the inquiry
went on for months and months. There was lots of arguments, lots of disruptions, and at one point the
inspector left the place, went out by a fire exit, across the roof, to get away from the inquiry pursued by
Ken Livingstone and a whole lot of other people trying to have a word, please. Sort of crazy scene. It
was like something out of Keystone Cops. This guy's running away from the inquiry pursued by Ken
Livingstone, a whole lot of others. Ken was also opposed to the Archway Road widening, and came to
give evidence. And then | became an MP in 1983 and continued the campaign. And | asked endless
questions about the Archway Road in transport question everything else in Parliament. And eventually,
in about, probably about 85 or so, somewhere around then, the Transport Secretary just sort of
muttered in answer to me the proposals will no longer go ahead. Thank you. So we won then, and that
was it.

Marie Horner
And it did take a long time you're right.
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It look a long, long time. So | really pay tribute to the determination of all those people. There was all
the people around here and in Holloway and so on that campaigned not to have it. Now it's not perfect
at Archway Road. | know that. You know that, but imagine what it'd been like if it just been another
motorway and all the nastiness that that causes. So | was really pleased when many, many years later,
we finally got the gyratory system ended at the Archway, and we got Navigator Square open and called
it Navigator Square in honour of the Irish that came over here as navvies to build the canals and
railways and so on. And they gave me a great honour of being asked to open Navigator Square.

Marie Horner
What year did you open it?

Jeremy Corbyn
In 2016 | think it was 16 or 17 is there's a plaque in the ground.

Marie Horner
That's wonderful. Again, takes a long time.

Jeremy Corbyn



Long time. So what you have to do is go with the philosophy of things. And what | love about Jacksons
Lane is that it was founded by people with vision of what could be done for the community, and the
whole way that Nicky and others approached it was about inclusion and involvement and development
and opportunities. So you think of all the theatre, the music, the dance, the youth clubs and all the other
things that go on here that wouldn't have happened if that hadn't been the case. But you can never
measure what the effect is. Somebody that comes here to see a play never been to a theatre in their
lives. Don't think theatre is for them. Don't think it's anything to do with them. Thinks it's all a lot of
middle class stuff that's nothing to do with them. But they come watch a play, they then realise the
power of acting, the power of the voice, the power of the theatre, and it changes them. Likewise, people
that just come in here because you get a cup of tea and have a chat, or come in here for fitness class
or something, meet people, so you never know what the ripples are and where they finish up. But if you
don't have the community centre doing that. I'm not saying it never happens. It's much harder for it to
happen. So we're, we're an opportunity and a facilitator for people's lives. | think it's, I'm just so proud of
what's been done here.



